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SUBJ: LAW OF THE SEA - GROUP OF FIVE 

1. GROUP OF FIVE MET AT UKUN AFTERNOON 21 NOV AND 
DISCUSSED DRAFT RULES OF PROCEDURE PREPARED BY STAVROPOULOS 
AND CIRCULATED AT NOON 21 NOV TO ALL FIRST COMITE 

DELS. (ON QUICK READING TEXT APPEARS IDENTICAL TO 

THAT EARLIER POUCHED DEPT EXCEPT NEW DRAFT INCLUDES AS 

AN ANNEX GENTLEMAN'S AGREEMENT AGAINS PREMATURE VOTING.) 

GROUP ALSO DISCUSSED AMERASINGHE INFORMAL PAPER DATED 
16 NOV (ALSO EARLIER POUCHED) WHICH SETS FORTH HIS 
PROPOSALS ON SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF COMMITTEES, FUNCTIONS 
OF MAIN COMMITTEES, AND CONFERENCE METHODS AND PROCEDURES. 

2. GENERAL COMMITTEE SIZE AND COMPOSITION. GROUP'S 
DISCUSSION TOOK NOTE OF NUMBER OF APPARENTLY SIGNIFICANT 
ASPECTS OF THE TWO DOCS. EG, ON COMPOSITION OF COMMITTEES, 

EACH OF GROUP OF 5 EXPRESSED VIEW THAT SC PERMANENT MEMBERS 
SHOULD BE INCLUDED SEPARATELY (IE, APARTH FROM REGIONAL 
GROUP ALLOCATIONS) ON GENERAL COMITE; ALL AGREED STARTING 
POSITION SHOULD BE RELIANCE ON ALLOCATIONS FOR GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S 
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GC AS LAID DOWN IN GA RES 1990. JAPANESE REP OGISO STATED 
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SPECIAL PERSPECTIVE SINCE JAPAN BELIEVES 25-MEMBER GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY GC PATTERN WOULD NOT ALLOW FOR CERTAIN JAPANESE 
MEMBERSHIP IN LOS CONFIEREN CE GC; JAPAN THINKS GC MEMBERSHIP 
OF 35 WOULD BE NECESSARY EN ENSURE JAPANESE PARTICIPATION. 

3. UK REP JAMIESON REPORTED LA GROUP, WITH POSSIBLE AF 
SUPPORT, WILL URGE THAT TO 35-MEMBER GC PROPOSED BY 
AMERASINGHE SHOULD BE ADDED VICE-CHAIRMEN AND RAPPORTEURS 
OF MAIN COMMITTEES, WITH TOTAL OF 55. IT WAS GENERALLY 
AGREED THIS WOULD BE VERY UNWIELDY. SOV REP KOLESNIK 
STATED HE WANTS TO PRESS FOR A 4TH EE VICE-PRESIDENCY 

IN ADDITION TO 3 EE'S SUGGESTED BY AMERASINGHE, BUT HE 
VOLUNTEERED THAT GC SIZE IS SIGNIFICANT ONLY IF GC IS GIVEN 
TASKS OF SPECIAL IMPORTANCE. TOWARD END OF DISCUSSION 
THIS MATTER THERE SEEMED TO E GROWING SUPPORT FOR UKUN IDEA 
THAT 5 PERMS BE PROPOSED TO BE ADDED TO AMERASINGHE'S 
RECOMMENDATION ON GC WHILE LEAVING AMERASINGHE'S 
ALLOCATIONS UNCHANGED. 

4. THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE SUPPORT FOR US SUGGESTION 
THAT GC BE GIVEN A BROAD COORDINATING ROLE AT THE 
CONFERENCE; AMB STEVENSON POINTED OUT THAT DRAFT RULES 
15-18 MAKE NO PROVISION FOR GC PLAYING A ROLE IN PLENARY 
DECISION WHETHER TIME IS APPROPRIATE FOR A MAIN COMITE 
TO VOTE ON TEXTS WITH RESPECT TO A PARTICULAR ISSUE OR 

SET OF ISSUES, KOLESNIK SUGGESTED THAT PROPOSAL ALSO BE MADE 
TO REVISE DRAFT RULE 54(D) IN THIS REGARD. FRENCH ADVISER 
TUROT SAID PARIS FOR THE MOMENT SEEMS TO HOLD VIEW THAT, 

APARTH FROM GC, THE CONFERENCE SHOULD ESTABLISH AN ADDITIONAL 
"COORDINATING COMMITTEE" WHOSE FUNCTION WOULD BE TO ADVISE 
PLENARY ON VOTING, BUT OTHERS PRESENT THOUGHT THERE WOULD 
BE NO ADVANTAGE TO YET ANOTHER CONFERENCE BODY AND 
PROTECTIONS THAT MIGHT BE NEGOTIATED FOR THAT BODY 
WOULD BE NO GREATER THAN COULD BE OBTAINED IN NEGOTIATING 
GC ROLE FUNCTIONS, SIZE AND COMPOSITION. OGISO WONDERED 
WHETHER AGREEMENT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE TO BAR ANY VOTE WHATEVER 
UNTIL ALL MAIN COMITES HAD COMPLETED THEIRE REPORTS TO 
PLENARY ON ALL ISSUES BEFORE THEM, BUT ACCEPTED VIEW OF 
OTHERS THAT THIS WOULD BENON-STARTER. 
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5. GROUP NOTED DRAFT RULE 28 HELPFULLY REQUIRES A 2/3 
MAJORITY IN ORDER TO CLOSE DEBATE. ALTHOUGH DOUBT WAS 
STATED AS TO NEGOTIABILITY OF THE MATTER, NUMBER OF 
SUGGESTIONS WERE MADE FOR STRENGTHENING 2/3 RULE 

BY, EG, (A) APPLYING IT TO PLENARY DECISION WHETHER MAIN 
COMITE SHOULD PROCEED TO VOTE AND (B) REQUIRING THAT 2/3 
SHOULD BE NOT OF REPS PRESENT AND VOTING YEST OR NO BUT 
OF DELS PARTICIPATING IN THE CONFERENCE. 
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6. KOLESNIK DREW ATTENTION TO DESIRABILITY OF CONFERENCE 
"RE-ADOPTING" THE GENTLEMAN S AGREEMENT, US SECONDED AND 
OTHERS APPEARED TO TAKE THE POINT. 

7. SINCE MTG AMERASINGHE'S CONTACT GROUP HAS NOW BEEN 
SCHEDULED FOR AM 26 NOV, GROUPOF 5 AGREED HOLD FURTHER 
SESSION 23 NOV. 

BENNETT 
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